
Summer 
Programming 

Resources for Family 
Literacy Programs



Importance of Summer Programming
1. To combat "summer slide"

• Literacy and math skills decline, especially for low-income families
• Student achievement decreased by one-month of school year learning during the 

summer months

2. Family Literacy programs can…
• Help children and adults keep up with their academic skills
• Provide resources and learning opportunities 
• Promote three strategies*

• Read six books during the summer
• Read something every day
• Keep reading aloud

*From Three Ways to Prevent Summer Slide, https://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading/reading-resources/developing-
reading-skills/three-ways-to-prevent-summer-slide.html

https://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading/reading-resources/developing-reading-skills/three-ways-to-prevent-summer-slide.html


Site-based 
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Programming 
Resources



Online Resources and Ideas for

Pennsylvania One Book, Every Young Child
• https://paonebook.powerlibrary.org/

• Summer 2022 book is Saturday written and illustrated by Oge Mora

• Virtual event with the author on April 5 at 10:00 am

• Printable activity guide and lots of other great ideas 
https://paonebook.powerlibrary.org/resources/

Programming

https://paonebook.powerlibrary.org/
https://paonebook.powerlibrary.org/resources/


More online resources
Free Library of Philadelphia

• One Book, One Philadelphia: Sharing generational stories
• https://libwww.freelibrary.org/programs/onebook/
• Blog about the program: 

https://libwww.freelibrary.org/blog/post/4843
• Three books to meet reading level needs

• Adults – My Broken Language: A Memoir by Quiara 
Alegria Hudes (Pulitzer prize winner)

• Teens – Never Look Back by Lilliam Rivera
• Children – Alma and how she got her name by Juana 

Martinez-Neal
• Additional Resources

• Blog posts on tons of topics, such as summer reading, 
early literacy, family programs, adult learners, etc.

• https://libwww.freelibrary.org/blog/tag/summer-
reading

https://libwww.freelibrary.org/programs/onebook/
https://libwww.freelibrary.org/blog/post/4843
https://libwww.freelibrary.org/blog/tag/summer-reading


Other Resources
PA Summer Reading Resources

• Document that lists easy, free things to do – need to adapt and simplify language 
• https://www.statelibrary.pa.gov/Documents/For%20Libraries/Programs%20and%20Services/Easy%20Things%20You%

20Can%20Do%20At%20Home.pdf
Reading Rockets

• Summer Reading - https://www.readingrockets.org/calendar/summer
• Can access 24 kid-friendly topics matched with books
• Summer reading booklist – https://www.readingrockets.org/books/summer

Pennsylvania Cruise into Kindergarten 
• Lots to discover on this site! https://cruiselibraries.powerlibrary.org/
• Booklists (e.g., health and nutrition, STEM, diversity, informational books, by age group
• Blogs to other resources
• Under resources tab - Books on the Go! – 12 book ideas and activities that follow ILA format, link to pdf: 

https://cruiselibraries.powerlibrary.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/15463_Books_on_the_Go_v6_lores.pdf
Free virtual field trips

https://mommypoppins.com/boredom-busters/giant-list-of-virtual-tours-field-trips-and-museums-with-free-programs

https://www.statelibrary.pa.gov/Documents/For%20Libraries/Programs%20and%20Services/Easy%20Things%20You%20Can%20Do%20At%20Home.pdf
https://www.readingrockets.org/calendar/summer
https://www.readingrockets.org/books/summer
https://cruiselibraries.powerlibrary.org/
https://cruiselibraries.powerlibrary.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/15463_Books_on_the_Go_v6_lores.pdf
https://mommypoppins.com/boredom-busters/giant-list-of-virtual-tours-field-trips-and-museums-with-free-programs




Non-Online Fun 
Summer Ideas

 Coloring pages – to download 
https://mommypoppins.com/kids/free-
coloring-pages-for-kids-to-download

 Free fun things to do for Philly kids -
https://mommypoppins.com/philadelphia-
family/free-activities/free-fun-things-to-do-
for-philly-kids

 Screen-time free ideas of fun

https://mommypoppins.com/kids/free-coloring-pages-for-kids-to-download
https://mommypoppins.com/philadelphia-family/free-activities/free-fun-things-to-do-for-philly-kids


Websites:  www.pbskiids.org
Celebrating spring website:  Celebrating Spring | PBS KIDS for Parents

http://www.pbskiids.org/
https://www.pbs.org/parents/celebrating-spring


Additional Resources for 
Summer Programming



• Little Free Libraries
• Oh, how I love Little Free Libraries! They are book boxes that you will hopefully find in 

your own neighborhood. There are currently over 90,000 of them worldwide. Check at 
a local bank, neighbor’s yard or playground for one of these special boxes. The premise 
is that you take a book or two and return a book or two on your next visit. Find a 
location near you or start your own!

• Dolly Parton Imagination Library
• The Dolly Parton Imagination Library is a unique book gifting program that mails a 

brand new, age-appropriate book to enrolled children every month from birth until five 
years of age. It is open to various communities in the USA.

• Overdrive – free audio and ebooks with a library card

• Enjoy ebooks, audiobooks, magazines and more are available for free through your 
local library or school. 

http://littlefreelibrary.org/
http://littlefreelibrary.org/ourmap/
http://imaginationlibrary.com/


• Publishers – Books for purchase
• Many publishers offer giveaways in the form of sweepstakes or contests on social media. They 

will often give away their brand-new titles or collections. Follow your favorite publishers on 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. Here are a few that have giveaways several times a year.

• Scholastic
• Candlewick Press
• Read Brightly (A Penguin Random House Company)

• Book Swaps
• Attend or host a book swap. Families who have gently used books, that they no longer read, 

swap them for other books they would like to add to their libraries. If a family brings five books, 
they get to take five different books home.

• This can easily be done as a school swap too.

• Barnes and Noble Summer Reading Programs 
• Barnes and Noble will reward kids with a free book for tracking their reading over the summer.

http://www.scholastic.com/parents/
http://www.candlewick.com/
https://www.instagram.com/readbrightly/
https://www.barnesandnobleinc.com/our-stores-communities/summer-reading-program/
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