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EDUCATION 

PhD,	 The	Pennsylvania 	State	 University,	Sociology,	2004 
Parenting Cognitive	 Development:	 The	 Institutional Effects	 of	 Mass	 Education	 on	 the	 Social 
Construction of	 Childhood	 and	 Parenting. 		 

MA,	 The Catholic University of America, Sociology,	1991 
Teacher Behavior and Student Achievement: 		A	 Comparison of Japan and the United States. 		 

BA, The Catholic University of America, Sociology,	1985 

PRESENT	ACADEMIC	POSITION 

Professor-in-Charge, Education Theory	 and	 Policy, Penn State	 University,	2021	to	Present 

Professor-in-Charge, Education and	 Public	 Policy, Penn State 	University,	2015 	to 	2021 

Associate Professor, Penn State University, 2018 to Present 

Assistant Professor, Penn State University, 2011 to 	2018 

Assistant Professor	(half-time), Penn State University, 2006 to 2010 

Instructor,	Penn State	University,	1998	to	2006 

FACULTY	AFFILIATIONS 

CIED	 – Comparative International Education Degree,	PSU 

Child	 Study	 Center,	PSU 

mailto:mxs88@psu.edu


ECE	 – Early	Childhood Education,	PSU 

PREVIOUS	POSITIONS 

Consultant, General Accounting Office, 1996 to 1997. 		 

Consultant, Mental Health Association of Montgomery County, 1996. 

Project Manager, "System	 for Catholic Research, Information and Planning" Funded by Lilly 
Endowment 1991 to 1995. 		 

Consultant, The World Bank, Education and Social Policy Department, Washington, D.C., 1990. 

Project Manager, "National Differences in Educational Outcomes: 	 	 A	 Comparative Analysis of 
Mathematics Using the Second International Mathematics Study" (Funded by NSF) 1989-90 

Project Manager, "Immigration, Church Mobilization and the Expansion of Education: 		U.S. Catholic 
Schooling	1870-1930"	 (Funded	 by	 NSF)	 1988	 to	 1990 

Analyst, Systems Consultants, Washington, D.C. 1986	 to	 1988 

Intern, Grocery Manufactures of America, Washington, D.C., 1985 to 1986 

Student	Teacher,	B.	Banneker 	High	School,	Washington,	D.C.,	1985 

BOOK 

Schaub,	M.		 2023.		 Motherhood, Childhood and	Parenting in an Age	 of Education; An Invited Invasion. 		
Routledge. 

PUBLICATIONS 

Baker,	D., Schaub,	M., Choi, J., &	 Ford, K. Forthcoming. “Education: 	The	Great 	Equalizer	or	 
Legitimator of New Forms of Social Stratification?” in	 Berends, M., Lamb, S., & Schneider, B. 
(Eds.). The international handbook of sociology of education. SAGE. 



Schaub,	M.	 Forthcoming. 		“All Roads lead to the University; The Expansion of Early	Childhood 
Education	as 	an	Academic Discipline.” in	Stock,	M.,	Mitterle, A., & Baker, D. (Eds.). How 
Universities Transform Occupations and Work in the 21st Century: The Academization of 
German and American Economies. International	Perspectives 	on	Education	and 	Society	Series 
(Bingley, UK: Emerald Publishing). 

Pendola, A., Munoz,	I.,	Zapata,	M.,	& 	Schaub,	M.		 2022.	“Early	Opportunities	and	Fourth	Grade	 
Success:	State	Pre-K Funding, Quality, and Access on Student Achievement.” 		Education Policy	 
Analysis Archives. 

Schaub, M., Kim, H., Jang, D., Baker, D., 2020. 		Policy Reformer’s Dream	 or Nightmare? Contradiction 
and Symbiosis in the Schooled Society. 		Compare. A Journal of Comparative	 and International 
Education. 

Schaub,	M.,	Salinas,	D.,	Halibi,	S.,	& 	Baker,	D.	 2019.	“The	Changing	Faces	of	the	Math	Student:		 
Images in U.S. Early Elementary Mathematics Textbooks, 1904-1999.	 Journal of Advances in 
Education Research. 

Baker, D. & M. Schaub. 2017. “Look before you leap…frog.” 		In Meaningful Education in Times of 
Uncertainty.		(A	 collection of essays from	 the Center for Universal Education by top thought-
leaders 	in	the 	fields 	of 	learning,	innovation,	and 	technology.) 	Published 	by 	The 	Brookings 
Institution: 	Washington	D.C. https://www.brookings.edu/opinions/look-before-you-leap-
frog/ 

Schaub, M., Henck, A., Baker, D. 		2017. “The 	Globalized “Whole 	Child”: 	Cultural	Understandings 	of 
Children and	 Childhood	 in Multilateral Aid Development Policy, 1946-2010” Comparative	 
Education Review. 

Schaub,	Maryellen.	 2016. “The Transformation of the Child’s Garden: 		Institutional	strength	and 
downward	 expansion	 over	 the	 20th century.”	 American Journal of Education. 

Schaub,	Maryellen.			 2015,	 2013.		“Is 	there	an	early	childhood Home	 Advantage:	 trends	 in	 
parent engagement in cognitive activities with young children.” 		Journal of Early	 Childhood 
Research. 

Schaub, Maryellen. 		2014. 		“Advice to President Obama on Early Childhood Education.” 			Sociology 
Of Education Newsletter, Spring	2014. 

Schaub,	M.	& Baker,	D.		2013.		“Conservative	 Ideologies 	and 	the	World 	Educational	Culture:	 A 
Comparison of German and American Old-Order Amish Education.” Comparative	 Cultural 
Qualitative	 Research. 		Sandra Rademacher and Merle Hummrich (eds.) 

Schaub,	Maryellen.	 2013.	 “Early 	Childhood.”	In	 Sociology	 of Education: 		An A-to-Z Guide. SAGE. 

Schaub,	Maryellen.		 2012.	 “Budget	Cuts 	and 	the 	Future 	of 	Early	Childhood 	Education: 
A	 Conversation with Maryellen Schaub “an	interview	by 	Victor 	Sensenig	in	 American 
Journal of Education online. 

https://www.brookings.edu/opinions/look-before-you-leap


Schaub,	Maryellen.		 2010.	 “Parenting Cognitive	 Development: The	Institutional 	Effects	of	Mass	 
Education	on	the	Social	Construction	of 	Childhood 	and 	Parenting.”		 Sociology	 of Education. 

Schaub,	Maryellen.	 2009.	 “Is 	universal	access 	to 	prekindergarten	the 	next	frontier 	of 	schooling 
expansion?” A	 book review of The	 Sandbox Investment: The	 Preschool Movement and Kids 
-First Politics by 	David 	Kirp	and Standardized Childhood: The	 Political and Cultural 
Struggle	 Over Early	 Education by 	Bruce 	Fuller. American Journal of Education.		 

Schaub,	M.		 2006.	 “Untangling the First Three Years.” 			A	 book review of The	 First Three 
Years &Beyond, by 	Edward 	Zigler,	Matia	Finn-Stevenson	and	Nancy	Hall	and	 The	 Myth of the	 
First Three	 Years by 	John	Bruer.		 American Journal of Education. 		Vol. 112, No. 4 August 2006. 

Schaub,	 M.	 & Baker,	 D.	 2001.	 “Is Social Capital the Self Esteem	 of the 1990s?”In Fuller, B and Hannum, 
E.(eds.)	 Annual Review of Sociology	 of Education.	 JAI Press-Elsevier: Stamford. 

Schaub,	 M.	 2000.	 “American Catholic School Teachers: National Study of Current Trends and Future 
Possibilities.” 		In	 Youniss,	 J.	 and	 Convey,	 J.	 American Catholic Schools at a Crossroads.	 Teachers	 
College	 Press:	 New York.	 

Schaub,	M.	 1996.	 "Evaluation	of	Mothers offering	Maternal 	Support".	Unpublished	 
report to	 the	 Executive	 Director, Mental Health	 Association in Montgomery County. 

Hanson, S., Schaub, M. & Baker,	D.	 1996.	 "Gender 	Stratification	of	Scientific	Occupations:		A 
Comparative Analysis of the Science Pipeline in Seven Countries." 		Gender and 
Society. 

Baker,	D.,	Riordan,	C.	& Schaub,	M.		 1995	 "The	Effects	of	Sex-grouped	Schooling	on 
Achievement: The	Role	of	National 	Context."		 Comparative	 Education Review. 

Schaub,	M.,	& 	Baker,	D.	P.		 1994.	 “What makes for effective mathematics instruction? Japanese 
and American classrooms compared.” 		In search of more	 effective	 mathematics education. 
Norwood, NJ: Ablex Publishing.		 

Baker,	D.	& Schaub,	M. 1994.	 "Learning from	 the Best: Effective Mathematics Instruction in 
Japanese and American Classes." 		In Baker et al. (eds.), Ablex Publishing: New Jersey.	 

Baker,	D.,	Riordan,	C.	& Schaub,	M.	 1994.	 "Single	 - and 	Mixed - Sex Schooling and Mathematics 
Achievement: A	 Cross-National Comparison Using SIMS." 		In Baker et al. (eds.), Ablex 
Publishing:	New 	Jersey.	 

Schaub,	M.	& Baker,	D.		1993.		 Serving American Catholic Children and Youth: 
A	 Diocesan Study of PREP and Catholic School Enrollments and Not Enrolled Children. 
Report for U.S. Catholic Conference, Department of Education. 

Schaub,	M. & Baker,	D.	1991.		"Solving	the	Math. Problem: Exploring Mathematics 
Achievement in Japanese and American Middle Grades." American Journal of Education. 



Suter,	L.,	Baker,	D.	& Schaub,	M.	"Is	there	Testing	Bias	in	International	Longitudinal 
Assessments of Educational Performance? Evidence from	 the Second International 
Mathematics Study." Report to NSF 

RECENT PRESENTATIONS 

An Invited Invasion,	Invited	Speaker 	and	Book	Launch, University of Luxembourg, May 2023. 

“Policy Reformer’s Dream	 or Nightmare? 		Contradiction and Symbiosis in the Schooled Society”, 
Invited 	Speaker: 		21st International	Conference	on	Education	Research,	ICER	 October 	2021 

Martin	Luther University Conference for Book Development, September 2021 

Brookings 	Institute,	January	2018 

“The 	Globalized 	Whole 	Child.”		Scancor,	Stanford 	University.		February 	2018. 

“The Educational Transformation of Childhood.” Universitat Madgeburg,	 Germany. 		June 2015. 

“Schooling and Kinderculture: 		the Educational Transformation of Childhood.” Culture-Based 
Education Symposium. 		University	of	Northern	New 	Mexico,	 April 2015. 

“The Transformation of the Child’s Garden: 		Institutional	strength	and downward	 expansion	 over	 
the 	20th century.” 		American Sociological Association. 		August 2014. 

“The Triumph of the “Whole Child”: Rights and Images of Childhood in Multilateral Aid Development 
Policy,	1946-2010” World	 Congress	 on	 Education.	 June	 2013. 

“The	Globalization	of	Childhood.” The Comparative and International Education Society.	 April 
2012. 

“Schooling as a Secondary Institution: the case of the Old Order Amish.” 	 	 American Sociological 
Association Meeting. 		August 2010. 

“Schooling	 as a	 Secondary Institution: the case of the Old Order Amish.” 	 	 World Congress on	 
Education.		June	2010. 

“Status Competition and the Social Construction of Cognitive Development in Young Children.” 		
American Sociological Association Meeting. 		August 2005. 

“Parenting Cognitive Development from	 1950 to 2000; the institutional effects of mass education on 
the social construction of childhood and parenting.” 			American Sociological Association Meeting. 		
August 2004. 



RECENT AWARDS AND HONORS 

Editorial	Review	Board.		 American Journal of Education. 2021	 to	 Present. 

Teaching Award. 		Penn State University, College of Education. 		2019 

Schaub,	Maryellen.		“Early	Opportunities 	and 	4th Grade	Success: State	Level	Policy	Differences	and	 
the Achievement Gap.”	 RIG,	College	of	Education,	Penn	State	University.		 2015. 

Editorial	Review	Board.		 Sociology	 of Education.		2012-2015. 

Schaub,	Maryellen.		Penn	State 	Center 	for 	Sustainability	Curriculum	 Development Grant. 		2011. 

Schaub,	Maryellen.	 Adopt-a-Classroom.		Proposal	supported	by	Schreyer 	Institute	for 	Teaching	 
Excellence.		2011. 

Visiting Scholar, Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin (Social 	Science	Research	Center	of	Berlin,	June-July	 
2010). 

Schaub,	Maryellen.		“Parenting Cognitive	 Development;	 Early	childhood,	school	readiness 	and 	the	 
social construction	 of	 parenting.” RIG,	 College	 of	 Education,	 Penn	 State	 University.	 


